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Hazel Dains grew up in rural Ontario in a
small town north of Toronto.  She was raised
as an evangelical Christian, though that did
not mean she had a easy childhood.  

From an early age Hazel longed for a way to
disappear or retreat from her current
circumstances, and one way to do that was
to write stories.  She has memoirs of hiding
booklets that she'd created under her school
desk and secretly working on those instead
of her school work.   

Her parents' relationship was tumultuous at
best.  When she was twelve, Hazel's parents
split up.  The next few years of were life
were marked by confusion, restlessness,
instability and an avalanche of emotions. 

Somehow, Hazel emerged from her teenage
years as a relatively sane individual.  This
was mostly due to her only trusted outlet:
writing.  Hazel's talent and passion for
writing stuck with her.  In every binder that
she carried to class there would be a whole
section of journal entries, poetry and short
stories that she'd written to give her mind
rest.   

At the age of nineteen she moved away from
the only home she'd ever known, to the big
city of Kitchener.  She intended to spend one
year at bible college and then continue on to
the University of Toronto to complete a
Journalism degree.  But while at bible
college, she met the boy that would become
her husband: Tim.  Leaving behind her plans
to become a journalist, she completed a
degree in Counselling  at the bible college,
not before marrying her knight in shining
armour.  

As a newly wed couple, Hazel and Tim lived
in a 400 square foot apartment and drove a
heavy-set rattly old '92 Mazda 323,  while
they finished their education. Hazel went on
to graduate from the University of Victoria
with a Bachelors of Social Work degree.  

A lot has changed since those early days.
Adventures in Italy, France, Costa Rica,
Vancouver Island and the Everglades of
Southern Florida.   Two children.  A newly
built dream house in the country.  A dream
career as a novelist.    Life is good.


